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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

September 28, 2015

Medicare enrollment assistance in Southern Coos and North Curry counties 

Bandon, OR–  The enrollment period for 2016 health insurance starts soon. For help with Medicare enrollment, trained volunteer counselors for the Senior Health Insurance Benefits Assistance program are just a phone call away. 
	Coast Community Health Center has hosted the local SHIBA program since 2011. Enrollment assistance by SHIBA counselors is free, available to all members of the community. SHIBA services are available by appointment Monday through Friday in locations throughout Coos and North Curry counties.
	Call Coast Community Health Center to schedule your session, 541-347-2529. 

Medicare Enrollment October 15 to December 7, 2015
	Medicare is publicly subsidized health insurance for those 65 years and older and many individuals with a diagnosed disability.
	SHIBA counselors can help with first-time enrollment and policy renewals or changes, and review supplemental policy options. 
	Insurance companies make changes every year, said certified SHIBA counselor Elaine Beausoeil. Trained counselors can help Medicare subscribers decide which drug coverage and advantage plans are best for each person.
	"Don't rely on what's good for a friend or neighbor," said Beausoeil. "Find out what's best for you."	
	
###

Photo: Certified SHIBA counselor Elaine Beausoeil was honored with a 2015 You Take the Cake award by the Bandon Community Youth Center for her work assisting seniors with Medicare insurance enrollment.
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Coast Community Health Center provides caring attention from highly skilled medical professionals. As a Federally Qualified Health Center, the center offers comprehensive primary health care to residents of Oregon's South Coast in Bandon and at the Pirate Wellness Center at Pacific High School. New patients are welcome. Contact staff at 541-347-2529, or visit coastcommunityhealth.org.
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